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which came from the Slovenes. The latter, if allowed to govern the Maritime Province with their local majority,1 would have been confronted with great difficulties if the Italian minority, which was in control of nearly all the industry and commerce, had demanded the right to contract out of Provincial taxation. And while the Czechs, as we have seen, demanded Provincial autonomy as a means to industrial emancipation, Provincial autonomy in Polish-controlled Galicia worked against the industrial emancipation of the Ukrainians.
At Kremsier a general delimitation of the national territories had been possible, in spite of the fact that the so-called " un-historic nationalities ", i.e. those whose former national states had been destroyed by the Hapsburgs, Poles or Turks, cherished traditional claims to territories which the actual rulers, the so-called <e historic nationalities", claimed as their own. Capitalism would have developed within the prescribed national boundaries. It would perhaps have given rise to inequalities in the ^density of population and the standard of living and have led to conflicts between neighbouring member-states of the Federation, but no nationality would have had reason to complain of being retained in the unnatural position of a servant-race* The initial advantages in power and living-space of the traditional master-races would have been balanced by the abundance of cheap " hands" available to their younger competitors. The former would eventually have been forced to compete with the latter for the available labour,' by raising wages and majking provision for the cultural needs of the immigrants. So, eventually, a plurality of national societies might have developed, with proper intercourse and common organs for defending common interests.
But,.as we know, the Kremsier plans were defeated- What resulted was the centralism of the new Austria, divided into a number of contesting communities, in which social and national characteristics were inseparably intermingled. Only a combination of social and national struggles could disentangle them.
(c) THE STRUGGLE OF THE AUSTRIAN NATIONALITIES FOR POLITICAL POWER
We have seen that the social and economic rivalries involved in the inter-national relations of the Hapsburg lands led each
1 A distinctly hypothetical case, for in Imperial Austria a degree of democratization enabling the peasant majority to overrule the townspeople was most unlikely.